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9 October 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Basic and Geographic Intelligence

SUBJECT : Proposed Discussion with the Environmental Technical
Applications Center of the USAF

1. Attached letter draft is our opener for discussions
with ETAC experts on long-range (3-5 year) forecasting of
climatic trends in parts of the world where drought conditions
have had a major impact on the economic situation. ] 25X1A

has been investigating the considerable R&D activity
in and outside the government on such forecasting and has
learned that the people at ETAC are knowledgeable and eager
to be of assistance to us if they are officially requested.
The formal tasking becomes important because any work done
could involve expensive computer time. I am not proposing
such tasking now; I merely want to see if there is some pay-
dirt at ETAC for us. They apparently are a bit nervous about
further informal 1iaison with CIA,

2. I have chosen this procedure (letter from D/BGI to

head of ETAC) to get officially from here to there on the
advice of DC/IRS, who in turn checked with Il 25X1A
asked that DDI concurrence be secured for

any major project that might be undertaken. Such concurrence
is not required for a letter which merely opened discussions.

25X1A

Chief, Geography Division
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